HOME-SITTING AGREEMENT

This is a template house-sitting agreement, which may be added to and amended as required (e.g. items that aren’t relevant or thought necessary can be deleted – this may especially be the case for brief assignments).
Points highlighted in yellow do not form part of this agreement. Items underlined in square brackets need to be substituted with relevant details if they are to be included in the agreement. Other items in square brackets are options that might be deleted if not considered relevant.
THIS AGREEMENT IS MADE ON THE [DATE IN WORDS]

BETWEEN [NAME(S)], ‘The homeowner’ AND

CLIVE ROBERT JOHNSON, ‘The home-sitter’

IN RELATION TO THE HOME- [AND PET-] SITTING ASSIGNMENT COMMENCING [ENTER DATE] AND ENDING [ENTER DATE], ‘The assignment’. 

The homeowner gives the home-sitter permission to occupy the above premises for the period of the assignment, provided that the home-sitter abides by the conditions of this agreement.

No person/s or pet/s other than those listed in this agreement are permitted to live at the premises during the term of the assignment.

This is not a lease. Both parties agree that the home-sitter only has a right to occupy the premises according to the terms and conditions of this agreement and has no legal interest in the premises.

1. Access to the premises
1.1 The homeowner agrees:

• to provide the home-sitter with at least seven days notice of any change to the agreed first day of the assignment

• that the premises will in a habitable condition for the home-sitter to move in on the agreed first day of the assignment.

Any person authorised by the homeowner may enter the premises during the terms of this agreement in the following circumstances:

• in an emergency, including to make urgent repairs
• if the premises seem to be abandoned

• for any other purpose, if the home-sitter is previously informed.

1.2 The home-sitter agrees:

• to be responsible for any act by any person the home-sitter allows on the premises who breaks any terms of the agreement

• not to sub-let the premises 

• not to allow any person not listed in this agreement to live at the premises. 

2. Care of the premises
2.1 The homeowner agrees:

• to ensure that the premises are reasonably clean and fit to live in at the start of the assignment
• to provide the home-sitter [or the home owner’s nominated contact person] with a set of keys and any information needed to access the premises.

2.2 The home-sitter agrees:

• not to use the premises, or allow the premises to be used, for any illegal purpose

• not to cause a nuisance or allow a nuisance to be caused on the premises

• not to interfere, or allow others to interfere with the reasonable peace, comfort or privacy of neighbours

• not to keep any animal on the premises other than those listed in this agreement 

• not to block any sink or drain

• not to cause or allow any damage to be caused to the premises

• to care for every item in the premises

• to regularly clean the bathroom and kitchen

• if these are provided with the premises, to maintain the grounds and garden in the same condition as at the start of the assignment
• to put all household rubbish and recycling out for regular collection

• to report any infestation of the premises to the homeowner and seek advice for solutions to the problem

• to keep the premises as clean and tidy as at the start of the assignment

• to notify the homeowner as soon as possible of any damage to the premises

• to leave the premises as nearly as possible in the same condition (fair wear and tear excepted) as at the start of the assignment

• to regularly feed, water and maintain any indoor plants and to keep them in at least as good a condition as at the start of the assignment

• to keep windows and doors locked where appropriate and ensure that any other security measures in the premises are used effectively.

3. Care of animals

In this section, name and describe each animal to be covered by this agreement. Describe how you would like each animal to be looked after on a day-to-day basis. Include details of any medications or special treatment that each animal requires.
3.1 The homeowner agrees:

• to describe in writing how any animals normally resident at the premises should be cared for, as per the listing below

• to provide all food and sundry supplies (insect control and other medicine, bedding, exercising and cleaning equipment) for the animals, or make arrangement to reimburse the home-sitter for any food or supplies purchased for the animals by the home-sitter
• to make arrangements for payment for any services provided by a qualified veterinarian in the treatment and care of the animals, if such treatment is required.

Listing of pets / animals covered by this agreement:

	Pet’s name
	Breed
	Medication and/or special dietary needs (if appropriate)

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	
	
	


Vet contact details: [Enter details here if a regular vet is used or preferred.]

3.2 The home-sitter agrees:

• to make every reasonable effort to ensure the good health, comfort, safety and happiness of the animals listed in this agreement

• to follow the home owner’s instructions as far as possible in the care of the animals listed in this agreement.

4. Payment for utilities
Depending on the term of the assignment or by mutual agreement, responsibility for utility and other costs (e.g. for broadband access) might be borne by the home-sitter. This part therefore needs to be amended to include only the text that’s relevant for the assignment. Normally, utility expenses might be expected to be borne by the home-sitter for assignments lasting for more than one month.

For an accurate calculation of the home-sitter’s liability for utility charges, all relevant meter readings should be taken near the start of and at the end of the house sitting assignment. 

4.1 The homeowner agrees to pay or reimburse the home-sitter for the following costs:

• municipal service charges such as council tax and rates

• all costs incurred by the home-sitter in the care of the animals listed in this agreement

• all costs of emergency repairs or routine maintenance of the premises

• [all costs for supplying utilities]

• [all costs for supplying Internet access]

• [all costs for supplying cable or satellite TV].

4.2 The home-sitter agrees to pay service providers directly or reimburse the homeowner for the following utilities:

[Cross out any of the following that do not apply. Delete this section if none apply.]
• electricity

• gas

• water

• excess rubbish or sanitary waste removal charges

• Internet access.

The home-sitter agrees not to make use of the homeowner’s telephone during the course of the assignment.

The home-sitter should make good their financial obligations under the terms of this agreement before leaving the homeowner’s premises. If pre-agreed with the homeower, the home-sitter may choose to pay service providers directly and should keep receipts of such payments for the homeowner’s records. Any financial liability still outstanding at the end of the house sitting assignment may be reclaimed by the homeowner from the security deposit.

[Meter readings made at the time the home-sitter takes lodging:

Date of readings:

___________________________________

Gas:



___________________________________

Electricity:


___________________________________

Water:



___________________________________

Other:



___________________________________  ]

5. Additional terms

[Any additional terms and conditions may be added to this agreement here.] 
6. Maintenance & repairs

6.1 Urgent repairs

The homeowner agrees to make payment, either directly to the service provider or as a reimbursement to the home-sitter, for the following urgent repairs:

• burst water service

• blocked or broken lavatory system

• serious roof leak

• gas leak

• electrical faults

• flooding or serious flood damage

• serious storm damage

• serious fire damage

• failure or breakdown of the gas, electricity, or water supply to the premises

• failure or breakdown of any essential service for hot water, cooking, heating, or laundering

• any fault or damage that causes the premises to be unsafe or not secure.

6.2 Repairs & emergency contact details

[If relevant, list here any service and maintenance contract contacts that are in place, e.g. gas service engineer, or otherwise make known to the home-sitter if these are in place and are listed elsewhere.]
6.3 Reimbursement for repairs

This section may usually only be relevant for longer-term assignments, and where it’s been agreed that the home-sitter may arrange for repairs to be made in the home owner’s absence, and typically only in emergency. The section may be deleted otherwise.
The homeowner agrees to pay the home-sitter, within fourteen days of the end of the assignment, any reasonable costs that the home-sitter has incurred for making repairs to the premises so long as:

• the home-sitter was not in breach of this agreement when the damage occurred

• the home-sitter gives the home owner, [or their nominated contact,] a reasonable opportunity to make the repairs

• the repairs are carried out, where appropriate, by licensed or properly qualified persons

• the home-sitter gives the homeowner, [or their nominated contact person,] written details of the repairs, including receipts for any costs the home-sitter has incurred.

7. Contacts
7.1 Homeowner’s contact details

This section is optional, though helpful if emergency contact needs to be made or if the homeowner requests occasional updates from the home-sitter.
The homeowner can be contacted by the following methods during the term of this agreement:

[POSTAL ADDRESS]

[EMAIL ADDRESS]

[PHONE NUMBER]

7.2 Nominated contact person’s details
This section is optional.

The homeowner may choose to nominate a third party to act on their behalf during the term of the assignment. In such case, this nominated contact person agrees to provide the home-sitter with their contact details.

The homeowner’s nominated contact person can be contacted by the following methods during the term of the assignment:

[POSTAL ADDRESS]

[EMAIL ADDRESS]

[PHONE NUMBER]

7.3 Home-sitter’s contact details

The home-sitter agrees to provide the homeowner [or the homeowner’s nominated contact person] with their contact details and to be readily contactable. 

The home-sitter can be contacted by the following methods during the term of this agreement:

[POSTAL ADDRESS]

[EMAIL ADDRESS]

[PHONE NUMBER]

8. Termination of agreement

8.1 The homeowner agrees, if the assignment is for more than two weeks:

• to give the home-sitter at least seven days notice of an early termination of this agreement.
8.2 The home-sitter agrees:

• not to vacate the premises before the end of this assignment without permission from the homeowner [or nominated contact person]

• to give vacant possession of the premises to the homeowner [or nominated contact person] on the date of termination of the assignment

• to return all keys and other security devices on the date of termination of the assignment 

• to provide the homeowner [or nominated contact person] with a forwarding address.

8.3 Both parties agree:

• that if either party persistently breaches this agreement, then the innocent party may terminate this agreement on twenty-four hours notice 

• that termination of this agreement does not affect the right of either party to recover any monies due under the terms of this agreement.

9. Signatories and witnesses
The homeowner and the home-sitter enter into this agreement and agree to all its terms.

Homeowner(s)

SIGNATURE OF HOME OWNER(S):

______________________________  _______________________________

NAME OF HOME OWNER(S):

______________________________  _______________________________

Home-sitter

SIGNATURE OF HOME SITTER:

______________________________  

NAME OF HOME SITTER:   Clive Robert Johnson

Witnesses

SIGNATURE OF WITNESS:

______________________________  _______________________________

NAME OF WITNESS:

(1) ____________________________  (2)  ___________________________

DATE:

______________________________

Appendix A

This appendix provides a security deposit lodgement form that may be optionally used if the assignment requires a security deposit to be made. If this is not required, this section may be deleted.
Security deposit lodgement form
Home-sitter security deposit

(to be paid by the home-sitter)

DEPOSIT AMOUNT (with currency):

_____________________

TYPE OF PAYMENT (e.g. cheque):

_____________________

ADDRESS OF PREMISES COVERED BY THIS AGREEMENT:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

DATE:





_____________________________

HOME OWNER’S NAME:


_____________________________

HOME OWNER’S ADDRESS:

_____________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

HOME OWNER’S SIGNATURE: 

_____________________________

HOME-SITTER’S NAME: Clive Robert Johnson

HOME-SITTER’S ADDRESS: 
_____________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

HOME-SITTER’S SIGNATURE: 

_____________________________

Home-sitter refund
(to be completed at the end of the house sitting assignment):

Original deposit paid:


_________________________

Subtract home-sitter’s liabilities:

_________________________

Add home-sitter’s expenses:

_________________________

Total amount of refund:


_________________________

Lodging the security deposit lodgement form with a third party

If you wish to lodge a deposit with a third party for safekeeping, the section below can be included as part of the security lodgement form. In the event of a dispute between the homeowner and home-sitter at the end of the house-sitting assignment, the person nominated to hold the deposit agrees to mediate.
In the event of any dispute with regard to an entitlement to any or all of the bond hereby submitted, I/we accept that [MEDIATOR’S NAME] reserves the tight to act as mediator, and will deduct any costs incurred in resolving said dispute.

Third party bond holder

NAME: 




_____________________________

ADDRESS: 




_____________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


_____________________________

SIGNATURE:



_____________________________

HOME OWNER’S NAME: 


_____________________________

HOME OWNER’S SIGNATURE: 

_____________________________

HOME-SITTER’S NAME: Clive Robert Johnson

HOME-SITTER’S SIGNATURE: 

_____________________________

DATE:





_____________________________

Copies of this form should be held by each party for reference.
Home-sitter expenses
This form may be optionally used to list the home-sitter’s expenses in the care and upkeep of the property and the animals listed in this agreement (e.g. for pet foods). The home-sitter should keep an itemized list of such expenses as well as a receipt for each item.
Claim for the following costs and purchases:

Claim description







Cost

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

Total 

____________

Home-sitter liability claims
This form may be optionally used to list the home-sitter’s liabilities during the house sitting assignment. These could include any accidental loss or damages to the homeowner’s property.
Claim for the following costs:

Claim description







Cost

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

___________________________________________ 
____________

Total 

____________

Total deductions: 






____________ 

Currency and amount of refund: 




____________

Type of payment (cheque, cash, etc.): 



____________

Address of premises:

Name of home owner(s):
________________________________________

[Homeowner nominated contact person:] ____________________________

Name of home-sitter:  Clive Robert Johnson

HOME OWNER’S SIGNATURE: 

___________________________________

MEDIATOR’S SIGNATURE: 

___________________________________

HOME SITTER’S SIGNATURE: 

___________________________________
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